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The chief pevpeee of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
y 


nautics to the 
and others connected with aviation. 


ug personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guard, 
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19TH WING CONCENTRATION 


FLIGHT TO GUATEMALA CITY 


By the Albrook Field Correspondent 


In accordance with authority contained 
in War Departwent Training Directive, the 
19th Wing, Air Corps, Panama Canal De- 
pln py under the commaud of Brigadier 

eneral George H, Brett, Air Corps, de- 

erted from Albrook Field and France 
Field, Canal Zone, on February 7, 1938, 
on an extended navigation and Wing con- 
centration flight to Guatemala City, 
Guatemala, A total of 80 officers and 70 
enlisted men made this flight in various 
types of airplanes. 

Barly on Mond noraing February 7th, 
the Sikorsky Amphibian YIOA-8, piloted 
by General Brett, with a total of six 
officers and S enlisted men, took off 
fer Guatemala City. On the same morning, 
A-17's and P-12's departed from Albrook 
Field, via David, Republic of Panama, for 
Managua, Nicar » and remained there 
Overnight. Flyi in his command plane, 
the Sikorsky Amphibian, General Brett 
uae, the entire flight into Guatemala 

ity. 

On Monday night, while at Managua, the 
Attack and Pursuit pilots attended a re- 
ception given at the President's Palace 


| the national colors of both countries 
'were raised on parallel flag poles.. The 
‘entire spectacle was very impressive due 
'to the emart and neat appearance of the 
|Guatemelan Cadets and the colorful dis- 
iplay of various flags, banners, etc. 

' On the following morning, General 
iBrett, accompanied by his staff, made 
iformai calls on General Jorge Ubico, 
|President cf Guatemala; the Minister of 
| War, General Jose Reyes; and the Minis- 
‘ter of Foreign Relations, Senor Carlos 

| Salazar. 

| Following these calls, the senior of- 
'ficers of the flight proceeded to Antigue 
ithe ruins of the ancient capital of 
|Guatemala, by automobile, waere General 
iBrett, received by the Governor of the 
|Depertment, witnessed a review of two 
lunits of native Indian soldiers. High 
[ranking Army and Civil officials and the 
|American Minister and his staff accom- 
‘panied tue party. Luncheon was served 
‘at the Ancient Hostelry, where music was 
| furnished by a military band and a native 
‘Marimba orchestra. 

| On the evening of this same day, the 


by ,Goneped Samoza, President of NicaraguajAmerican Minister entertained the offi- 
Ww 


ch was followed by a reception given 
by the American Minister at his home. 

Early Tuesdey morning, February 8th, 
the Pursuit ard Attack left Managua, 
while B-10 Bombardment planes departed 
from France Field on a non-sto light 
to Guatemala, The massed =m t was 
Scheduled to arrive at Escuintla, Repub- 
lic of Guatemala, for a rendezvous with 
the Sikorsky Amphibian and to proceed 
from there to Guatemala City, arriving 
at 10:30 a.m, 

Upon the arrival of General Brett, he 
was greeted by the entire Cabinet, dress- 
ed in formal attire; the American Minis- 
ter and his staff; the Minister of War, 
General Jose Reyes; and several high 
ranking officers of the Army and Natijon- 
&l Police. The Guard of Honor, composed 
of the Cadets of the Politecnica School | 
(West Point of Guatemala) lined the en- 
trance of the Airport Administration 
Bailding, standing at attention and pre- 
senting arms. The Brigadier General © 
salute was fired by a detachment of ar- 
tillery and the National Anthem of the 
Jnited States and of Guatemala were play- 
ed by a military band, Sint tenewvely, 


|cers and numerous high ranking Guate- 
|malans, both military, diplomatic and 
|civil, with a party at the American Le- 
j}gation, Conspicuous in the spacious 
‘rooms were numerous floral pieces sent 
| by Guatemalan Army units and members of 
| the Foreign and Diplomatic Missions re- 
igident in the Capital. 
On Thursday remo | February 10th, 
| the entire Ying was lined up for inspec- 
i'tion by the President at the National 
lAirport. President Ubico took the salute 
ifrom the Wing and rode around the air- 
iplanes which presented an impressive 
jsight. After the inspection, the Prosi- 
idential party proceeded slowly to the 
iCampo dsl Marte (Field of Mears) about 
| three miles from the airport, in order 
; to witness the aerial review which was 
being presented by the 19th ge. in honor- 
of the President. Proceeding slowly 
across the reviewing grounds, the party 
passed the at man troops in high 
colored uniforms who stood at salute. 
Thousands of spectators lined the 
field, which is a tremendous parade 
round at the Politecnica School. Short- 
y thereafter, the Wing arrived for its 
” V- 7664, A.C, 











aerial review, led by one element of 
A-17's flown by the Wing Staff, and con- 
sisting of P-le's, A-17's and B-10's in 
thet order. The entire Wing passed by 
in formation twice and the review was 
ended by a short demonstration of acro- 
batics performed by two Pursuiters. 

The troops of the Guatemala City gar- 
rison passed in review, including atroop | 
of Cavalry, the Cadets of the Folitecnica 
School, and Infantry, Pack Artillery,and | 
Macaine Gun units. Following the review, 
the President and General Brett departed 
ad passed the troons who were lined up 

the salute. That evening the officers, 
the 19th Wing entertained the offi- 
cers and officials of the American Lega- 
tion and the Guatemalan Government at 
the Palace Hotel in token of their appre- 
ciation of the cordiality shorm by the 
Geatemalans. That night the cfficers 
attended a banouet of somes taree hundred | 
covers given by the Government in the 
name of the President. This was tiuly a 
sumptuous affair and one wilicn gs tho- - 
. Boughiy enjoysd. The Secretary of State 
delivered an eatremely cordial address 
in Spanish which was translated by the 
El Jefe del Protocolo as follcws: 

"Mr. General: 

General Staff and Officers: 

The visit with waicn the Nineteenta 

Squadron of military airplends of the 
United States of America has honored us 
is a motive of particular gratification 
for the President of the. Republic, for 
its Government and for the psople of 
Guatemala: the high honor has been con- 
ferred upon me by the Chief Executive of 
the Nation, and which I fulfill with 
special pleasure, to make known in his 
name said sentiments, and I beg of Gen- 
eral Brett and of his distinguished of- 
ficers to graciously accept this public 
and sincere manifestation of gratitude 
with which we receive your visit. We 
appreciate in all its importance this 
very significant token of courtesy with 
which the Government of the United State 
is pleased, once more, to convey in an 
expressive and comprenensive manner the 
sentiments of loyal friendship which 
unites it to the Government. of Guatemala,) 
an ever increasing and never interrupted | 
amity which has always existed through- | 
wut our history. 

This demonstration of symoathy tender- | 
ed to General Ubico and to his Govern- | 
| 


an 
at 
of 


a — 


ment, also constitutes a proof of that 
noble Pan-American attitude which with 
greatness of mind wes proclaimed in the 
recent conference held at Buenos Aires, 
declaring its solidarity with the rest 
of the Continent, on the same ideal of 
pacific brotherhood, of a love of jus- 
tice and a devoutness to the cause of 
democracy; precepts on which the polic 
of Guatemala are firmly based and in the 
performance of which the United States 
will peo, fe find her close at her side. 
Your airplanes come to us as messengers 


|of peace and they bring us, not horrors, 
| destruction and death, but a beautiful 

‘message of good will, 
'brate with the same spirit of interna- 
' tional understanding which at present, 
/more than ever, animates the Great Re- 
‘public of the North, your beloved and 
brewer ze cowitry. 

e 


| lic and of his collaborators in the Gov- 
Roosevelt, and to you Mr. General and 

' Officers, gallant exponents of the North 
_American Army, and to 
becomes even greater,fcor it sends to a 
| and confraternity." 


‘by the El Jefe cel Protocolo, as follows: 


'lips and under these very pleasant and 
_agreeable surroundings the expression of 


which the 19th Wing of the United States 
| Army Air Corps has had the honor and the 
|pleasure to make to your beautiful coun- 


' continuance and extension of the friend- 
/snip now happily prevailing between the 


ment, and I am particularly pleased and 


itor the personnel under my command, I 





Their wings vi- 


We have nothing to 
ar of its strength and everything to 
expect from its friendship. Permit me 
to raise my glass, which I do with all 
oy heart, to drink to the health, in 
the name of the President of the Repub- 





ernment, of His Excellency President 


our noble country 
which, on occasions like the present, 


neighboring and fraternal nation machines 
of war converted into heralds of peace 


This was responded to by General Brett 
in Fnglish, the translation being made 


"Mr, ‘Minister. 
i am delighted to receive from your 


gratification which the President of 
Guatemala has Deen so kind as to convey 


to us on the occasion of this visit 


try. «As so well expressed by Your Excel- 
lency, the aspirations and desires of 
the people of the United States for the 


United States and the other Governments 
or Central and South America constitute 
the basis of the Pan-American spirit as 
enunciated by President Roosevelt at 

tne opening of the recent Inter-American 
Conference for the Maintenance of Peace 
at Buenos Aires, It is our hope that 
this visit of the entire United States 
Army Air Corps forces assigned to the 
protection of the Panama Canal will 
serve as a concrete demonstration of our 
velief that this spirit of friendship 
and peace is today a vital and active 
principle in the international relations 
of this continent, I wish to emphasize 
the fact that this is the first time in 
tne history of the United States Air 
Corps that a force of this size and char- 
acter has left its post ef duty to make 
a visit of courtesy to a foreign govern- 





gratified that circumstances have render- 
ed it pessible that this visit be made 
to your most fascinating and ever-hospit- 
able country, Sveaking for myself and 


wisn to assure Your Excellency that the 
pleasure and anticipation with which we 
ooked forward to this flight have been 
vastly exceeded in the realization cf 
V-7664, A.C, 














friendliness, welcome and hospitality cf 
which we have been the recipients. 2 
review which I have witnessed this morn- 
ing of the armed forces of this Govern- 
ment was particularly impressive and I 
compliment Your ¥xcellency on the smart 
appearance, the evidence of thorough 
training, and the completeness of equip- 
nent which I noted on the part of the 
units sf the Guatemalan Army passing be- 
fore me, It is hope tuat our air 
force in the Canal Zone will have the 

leasure of receiving a return visit 
trom the aerial forces of the Government 
of Guatemala, With this hope in mind I 
am happy to offer a toast in the name of 
our Commander-in-Chief, President 
Roosevelt, to His Excellency, President 
Ubico, who has honored us with his pre- 
sence this morning; to the Government 
over which he presides; and to you, yvour- 
self, Mr. Minister; and to the people of 
this charming Republic." 

This brought to a close the delightful 
ceremonies of the banquet and also of 


the short stay of the 19th Wing in Guate- 


mala City. 

During the stay in Guatemala, President 
Ubico placed the facilities of Guate- 
mala"s West Point at the disposal of the 
enlisted personnel on the flight. Their 
sleeping quarters and all meals were fur- 
nished at the expense of the Guatemalan 
Government. Room orderlies were provid- 
ed and the meals and accommodations were 
excellent. 

Early Friday morning, February 11th, 
the entire flight departed from Guatemala 
City, the Sikorsky Amphibian and the 
Bombardment planes to fly ort: to 
Albrook and France Fields, while tune 
Attack and Pursuit ships left for Sen 
Jose, Costa Rica, to spend the nigut in 
that city. 

Present at the airport to say good-bye 
were the 8l-year old Minister of War, 
General Reyes; the American Minister and 
his staff; several high ranking Army of- 
ficers; the Naval Attache; the Commandant 
of the mae 4 Academy; the Secretary 
of State and the El Jefe del Protocolo. 

On Friday evening the American Minister 
at San Jose held a reception in honor of 
the pilots remaining there, On Saturday 
morning, the Attack and Pursuit airplanes 


nase ves fram San Jose for Albrook Field.| 


e entire flight was made without mis- 
a or accident, and General Brett was 
well pleased with the successful results 
Which were largely due to the excelience 
in maintenance and care of aircraft and 
equipment, By 3:30 p.m. Saturday after- 
noon, all airplanes were safe at their 
home stations, and the personnel who 
flew in them were left with pleasant 
memories of this splendid cross-country 
"hop, " 

---000--— 


NEW CLASS REPORTS AT KELLY FIELD 
| One hundred and one students of Class 
'38B (2 Regular Army officers, 6 foreign 
‘officers and 93 Flying Cadets) reported 
'to the Commandant of the Air Corps Advanc. 
'ed Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, on 
|¥ebruary 2grd, for duty and training,and 
lwere assigned to: sections for specializ- 
ed flying training, as follows: 


| Attack Section 
| Qaptain Felix Cabanas (Mexican Army), 














2nd Lieut. Ramon M, Zosa (Philippine 
Army), and Flying Cadets - 

'L.G, Adams,Jr. A.E, Hebert £.H, Petri 
‘HLP. Bacot R.F, herder W.R.Purintc 
HK, Billings D.C. Hoevet c.E, Putnam 
F,%. Brenner D.M. Jones R.F. Rush 
'J.D. Bridges R.M. Krummes C,F. Smith 
|K. BE. Brister,Jr.F.A, Kurtz R, T, Swensoi. 
iJ.K. Carr J.R.Loveless W.E. Taylo2z 
Pore Cummings V. McCauley M.£E,Walsett: 
|L.G, Drafts J.D. Madre D.T. Ward 
|J.H. Grianin J.H, Moore W.R. Yancey 
| W.Z, Hampton G.P. Overing 

| Bombardment Section 

Flying Cadets 

}F.2. Crimmins, Jr. J.W. Pollard 

j\d.d, nerwan F.D, Shoemaker 

'C.H. Martin D.H, Skiles 

iR,3Z. Northcutt J. Stagner 


R.W, Philbrick HJ. Watkins 
Observation Section 

Major L.A. Lawson, Air Corps, 

‘let Lieut. J.2. Barzynski, Infantry, 

| 2nd Lieuts. A.O. Cruz and I.J. Paredes, 

'Philivpine Army, and Flying Cadets - 

R.C, Bagby R.G, LaBaw G, D. Shannon 





R.J. Brown ¥.B, Miller F Stewart 
I. Chaimers K.L.Polifka V.L.Stintzi 
E.E. Hemmers E.H. Reed C.H,. Stockdale 
C.E. Higbee J.E.Scroggins, B.B. Taylor 
E.L. Hormell Jr. 


| 
| Pursuit Section 


Lieut, Manobd Suriya (Siamese Army) « 
2nd Lieut. Eustacio D. Orobio, Philip- 
pine Army, and Flying Cadets - 








J.R. Ambrose O.W. Lunde 
P.R. Arnold L.c. Lydon 
R, Arnold, Jr. G.M, McNeese 
|M.H, Ashkins F.H. MacNaughton 
J.H. Bowen S.H, Marett 
W.A. Bowie G.L. Meyers 
V,A, Champagne W.B. Putnam 
L.W. Chick, Jr. E.M, Ramage 
R.C. Chilton J.P, Randolph 
P.C. Droz P.C. Sakowski 
E.H. Dunham H.J. Shipley 
R.P. Fulcher R.R, Stewert 
T.E. Gurnett J.W. Strickland 
F,B, James B.D. Wagner 
E,W. Keating D.W. Wallace 
D.L. Lewis C.L. Wells 
R.M. Loe $.T. Wenrick 
J. Woolams 
---000--- 
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TWINS REUNITED 


Eighteen recent graduates of the Air 
Corps training Center have just reported 
for duty with the lst Pursuit Group at 
Selfridge Field, Mt, Clemens, Mich., 
bringing the total number of pilots there 
to about 110, the highest figure in 
years. 

Probably the most enthusiastic of the 
group of new arrivals, declares the News 
Letter Correspondent, is Lieut. Meivin 
McNickle of Deland, Souta Dakota. Not 
only has he realized an ambition of some 
recrs' standing in havi won his"Wings," 


‘witness one of the most important maneuv- 
'ers ever held by America's defensive air 
‘units when the Second Wing of the General 


| the central part of the State during the 
‘latter part of March, 


ut he is reunited with his twin brotner, | 


Lieut. Marvin McNickle, after an absence 
of fcur months - en interminable length 
of time for the two who had never vrevi- 
Ously Leen separated since their birth. 
Already these twins have succeeded in 
bobnioesly confusing their acquainvances 
at Selfridge Field, ranging from the 
Post Commander to the mechanics on the 
airplanes. Apparently this is just in 
line with what they have been doing all 
their lives. Naturally, they attended 


‘ qualifications of the areas to be used. 
' The high command of the Wing will seek 
' to determine whether a large unit of the 


/ miles from the permanent bases of the 
| Air Force, 
‘is of vital interest to 
‘maxing intensive efforts to perfect the 

/air defenses of the people of the United 


school together, finally being gracduated | 


from the University of South Dakcta, each 
with an A.B. degree. They belong to the 
same fraternity, Beta Theta Phi, They 
attended classes for each other when the 
Occasion arose, and their activities 
were sO closely paralleled tuat, should 
one of them choose to be absent, the 
other could always come to the bat for 
nim with no one the wiser. For instance, 
they played varsity football for two 
years at South Dakota. Marvin (or 
Melvin) was a ball-carrying back, and 
Melvin (or Marvin) was a blocking back. 
They were on the varsity track team for 


: States. 

It was further stated that the present 
| Organization of the combat units for air 
_deiense is largely experimental. It is 


/and sustain itself in that erea without 


‘The Airport of this city will be the 
. focus of all assistance received from 
'Jutside sources during the maneuvers. 


three years, each specializing in sprints, 


and if what they say is true their times 
in any event never varied more than one- 
tenth of a second. They decided to make 
flying their career, journeying together 
to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, for tneir 

examination and passing it the same day. 

But then minor disaster struck! Melvin 
was rushed to the hospital for an appei- 
dicitis operation, and for the first 
time in their lives the brothers were 
confronted with the decision to separate 
or not to separate? Marvin took the bit 
in his teeth and departed for Randolph 
Field, and Melvin was forced to wait 
four months until the start of the fol- 
lewing class. 

Now both are wearing wings; they are 
members together of the famous 94th Pur- 
suit Squadron. They live, eat, and fly 
together. Their one disappointment is 
that Pursuit airplanes are built to ac- 
commodate only one pilot. 

"After spending some time with them," 
continues the News Letter Correspondent, 
"this reporter admitted to the twins 
that he still couldn't tell them apart. 
Whereupon Melvin (or possibly it was 
Marvin) lowered his voice and admitted 


'will be furnished as needed to various 


i Sarasota and Lakeland. 


er at Selfridge Field, Mich., will com- 


' 
‘ 


| 
| 
| 


| exercises, 
| Second Wing will be 





the difference: One is, and one is not, 
equipped with an appendix!" 
---000--- 
GHQ AIR FORCE MANEUVERS IN FLORIDA 


Citizens of the State cf Florida will 


Headquarters Air Force concentrates in 





It was explained by staff officers cf 
the Wing that the maneuvers are to be 
held in Piorida becauce of the special 


GHQ Air Force can sustain itself and op- 
erate efficiently in an area hundreds of 


The answer to this question 
those who are 


the aim of all concerned to perfect an 
organization that can concentrate a * 
or all of its strength in any area o 

the United States 2n a few hours' notice 


dependence on distant sources of supply. 
to facilitate this concentration of 

material and supplies, an advance Air 

Base has been set up at Jacitsonville. 





After supplies reach Jacksonville they 
squadrons in the field at Tampa, Orlando, 


Colonel H,B. Clagett, air base command- 
maud the Second Wing, GHQ Air Force, in 
the aunual field exercises to be held in 
the central Florida area. Approximately 
190 officers, 150 airplanes and 1,000 
enlisted men will participate in these 
The headquarters of the 
ocated in Tampa. 


---000--- 


The station assignments of the follow- 
ing-named 2nd Lieutenants, Air Reserve, 
who graduated from the Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, Texas, on February 
16th, jast, have been changed, and they 
are now assigned to stations, as follows: 

Second Lieuts. Hal Burrage Armstrong, 


| Jr. and Gwen Grover Atkinson to Barksdale 
| Field, La.; Harold Eugene Kofahl to 

| Selfridge Field, Mich.; Marvin Stoll 

| Zipp to Fort Benning, Ga., and James 

| Warren Haskett to Langley Field, Va. 


! 
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GIVE THE AIRCRAFT INSTRUMENT A CHANCE 
By an Equipment Branch Engineer 


Air Corps Materiel Division 


| PLANE REPAIRED UNDER ADVERSE CONDITIONS 


"Marly in December," says the News 


Letter Correspondent of the Hawaiian Air 


I am an aircraft instrument, Much or | 
little may depend on me, according to 
how well I work ard how much confidence | 
my user places in me, Some pilots swear 
Dy me, Others swear at me. 

As an instrument I date back to the 
time I was assembled from a great many 
individual parts, each of which wes in- 
spected carefully before being used in 
my assembiy, 

After proper adjustment and calibre- 
tion I was put in a case and given tests 
at my maker's plant. Being part of a 
Government erder, I was then wrapped and | 
sealed in a carton and shipped to Wright | 
Field, | 

In due time I was taken out of the car-' 
ton and put through a rigid inspecticn 
in accordance with my governing specifi- 
An eae by the Instrument Inspection 
n 7 

As Iams g00d instrument, I passed 
this inspection, and was stamped with 
the official acceptance stamp. I was 
again sealed in a carton and sent to 
stock, after which I was sent to an air- 
craft manufacturer's plant and installed 
On an instrument board of a new airplane. | 
(This suited me better than to have been 
sent to an Air Corps Depot to be used as 
& replacement on an older airplane.) 

As soon as the airplene upsn which I 
was installed was completed and ready to | 
fly, 1t was up to me to do my stuff. But,| 
Please Mr. Pilot, don't expect too mich | 
of me unless I am properly taken care of. 
I won't tell you what I am, but should i 
be an altimeter, I won't be reliable un- | 
lees I em property set; should I be an 
eir-speed indicator, see that my fittings 
are kept tight and that my head (pitot 
tube) doesn't get bumped or covered with | 
ice; shoule I be a compass, keep me away 
from steel parts and e:ectric currents, 


for they surely do have a strong attrac. | 


tion fcr wy poo: heart (magnets); shouid 
be a Gyre instrument, keep my heart 
gyro) in the proper spin or I lie 
by: yan;  Shoand I aioe : 
g esine game. ever I am, my 
Lifes and dislikes are covered by a T.0. 
Read up on me sometime. 
Treat me right and I'll stand by you. I 
won't oh re down, I'm no parachute. | 
But if I should get sick or break a leg, 
ve careful how you write my obituary. 
Try and tell just what was the matter | 
hh me or how I acted so that my doctor | 
the at re ee | instrument engineer at | 
Wrigh Field who knows my pocmesersties) | 
Ney properly diagnose the 
meaees @ remedy. 
d above all, during my lifetime when 
conds my faults, please give me 
credit for my good points as well, 


rouble and 


'at Burns iield on the is 
‘about 100 miles west of Oahu. Although 


| 
| 
@ --- but this is not | 
iT a 





Depot, luke Field, T.H., "the Flyi 

Apartment House (C-33 to you) slid in- 

stead of rolled to a —— the runway 
nd of Kauai, 


the pilot and co-ditto walked away from 
the Saadiae (which constitutes a good 


| landing), the damage was such that it 
| was rh on | for this Depot to estab- 
n 


lish a base order to repair the ship. 


|Mr. Heidlebaugh, Aero Repair Foreman, 
.was placed in charge of the newly formed 


s0-called Branch Depot, with Messrs. 
Schaupp and Leighton as assistants, and 
soon corralled a WPA steam shovel, sev- 
eral hundred raiiroed ties, a chain 
hoist, and various other items which the 
natural resources of the land provided. 


| With the assistance of a maintenance 

! crew from Luke Field, the extensive dam- 
| age was repaired in good time, consider- 
|ing the difficulties encountered, 


A resume of the daily radio progress 


'reports read like a page from Admiral 
| Byrd's Antarctic Diary. 


Continual drift- 
ing sand whipped by a high wind made 
working elie miserable. The crew 
wore goggles to protect their eyes from 


i being sand-biasted out of their sockets. 
| When the wind died down heavy rains set 


in, but the work progressed under make- 
shift shelter. Heat treated rivets were 
packed in ice and forwarded by airplane 
as needed. Frequent airplane shipments 


(of acetylene and oxygen bottles for 


welding purposes, as well as compressed 


.air for the riveting guns, were made. 


The result of this extensive repair 


-of a new large type airplane under par- 


ticularly adverse conditions is gratify~ 


S26, spans aaee the fact that Burns 


Fie is only an auxiliary lending field, 
with no hangar or shop facilities, and 
is more or less ees 

wan QQ0 aw 


NAVIGATION TRAINING AT LUKE FIELD 


The navigation class conducted by the 
SOth Observation Squadron, Luke Field, 
», 18 still in progress and has now 
dave Loped from an academic stage to a 
practical one. Frequent hops uave been 
made by dead reckoning from Iuke Field 
to Hanamanica, which is situated on the 
south point of the Island of Maui, and 
from Luxe Field to Ninini Point on the 
Island of Kauai, "It is believed," says 


ithe News Letter Correspondent,"that un- 


der the able instruction of Lieut. 
Abraham D. O¥son, the squadron will be 
well qualified in navigators upon comple- 
tion of the class." . 

meneef\OO accnee 
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TRANSPORT SQUADRON ACTIVITIES 


The Third Transport Squadron at the 
San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, 
Texas, temporarily augmented with the 
loan of one C-33 Transport and crew from 
each of the other Air Depots - Feirfield, 
Middletown end Rockwell - has been a reg- 
ular hive of activity this winter with 
the increased load of interdepot air 
freight transportation, resembling a 
railway freight division terminal, The 
additional crews and planes were loaned 
in the early part of January and, al- 
though it was necessary to change engines 
in two of the five C-33's during that 
month and the flying weather wes good 
for only a limited number of days, there 
was a total of 445 hours flown, with e 
total of approximately 179,000 pounds of 
freight and 76 passengers hauied on these 
ws igs trips during the month of Jai- 
uary. e total mileage was approximate- 
nese or nearly 1,100 miles per 

rip, 

e C-33 loaned — by... the Fairfield Air 
Depot, with its crew consisting of Mas- 
ter Sergeant C.3. Guile, Technical Ser- 
geant D.M. Swisher and Corporal C.F. 
Stracke, was ordered back to the Fair- 
field Air Depot on February 9th, 

On a routine freight flight from the 
San Antonio Air Depot. to Denver, Coloc., 
and the Fairfield Air Depot, and return, 
January 10-13, with Staff Sergeant F,0. 
Tyler, pilot; Lieut. J. Will Campbell, 
co-pilot, and with such cargo as to al- 
Low gerry ing a capacity load of fuel, 
the flight from Denver to Fairfield, ap- - 
proximately 1090 miles, was made non- 
stop. This appears to be the longest 
non-stop C-33 flight made by the San 
Antonio Depot ere 09 

-—-OU0--=— 


| 5th Composite Group in welcoming the 


SAFETY ORGANIZATIONS AT AIR CORPS FIELDS 


| Department. 
‘greeted old friends and classmates when 


A Safety Committee has been appointed 
at the San Antonio Air Devot, Duncan 
Field, Texas, pursuant to instructions 
of the Chief of the Air Corps that a 
safety organization be established at 
each Air Corps station, anc the further | 
instructions of the Chief of the Materiel 
Division, Air Corps, in reference to Air 
Corps Depots, This is in furtherance of 
the aims of the Federal Interdepartmental' 
Safety Council, a representative agency 
Organized at the specific request %f the 
President for the purpose of advancing 
safety education. 

Major C.F, Horton, Air Corps, was ap- 
pointed Safety Director of the San 
Antonio Air Depot to act as Chairman of 
the Safety Committee and to represent 
the Commanding Officer in satetr matters, 
the remainder of the Committee consisting 
of a key employee from each of the main 
divisions of the Depot's activities. | 


i 
! 
| 
| 
/ 
| 
i 
' 
i 
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silencer tests are nearing completion at 


ticles produced, 


| grueli 


' the -53 engine. 


| Division, 


‘clusion in the case of each failure, A 


ceding flights, invariably is of great 
help in establishing reasons for 


| 8th. 


'as much possible before turning their 


/personnel of that outfit to get in some 


‘racks at this field schedul3d to be com- 
|Pleted next January, the Squadron person- 


| tents were required to house this outfit. 


THE POWER PLANT ENGINEER REPORTS 





Extensive engine silencer or exhaust 


the Air Corps Materiel Division, Wright 
Field, Ohio, with a view toward deter- 
mining a method of test or yardstick 
from which to measure subsequent ar-~- 


The Wright R-1820-53 engine to be used 
in the second lot of Douglas Bombers is 
now winding up on the torque stand, ap- 
proacning a completion of the 150-hour 
type test. Nearby is the 
R-1820-51 for the Boeing B-17B airplanes. 
It will follow close pon the heels of 





The Pratt & Whitney R-1830-17 engine 
to be used in P-36 contract is in the 
later stages of the type test. It is 
now being torn down for inspection, 

Recent unsatisfactory reports show a 
Gecided improvement in information sub- 
mitsed, This is greatly appreciated by 
the Engineering Staff at the Materiel 
inasmuch as information fur- 
nished resuits in a substantial saving 
of time involved in tracing down the va- 
rious prospects of failusze, not to men- 
tion the arrival at a more likely con- 


few extra sentences on an unsatisfactory 
revort clarifying the conditiens at the 
time of the unsatisfactory condition, or 
the use of the airplane or engine on pre- 


ailure. 
---000--~ 





S1ST BOMB, SQUADRON AT HICKAM FIELD 


The 23rd Bombardment Squadron of Luke 
Field, T.H,, joined with the rest of the 


Jlst Bombardment Squadron to the Hawaiian 
Many members of the 23rd 


the 3lst docked in Honolulu on Febru 
After doing their bit towards heip- 
ins the newcomers to become settled, the 
2érd got down to hard work to accomplish 


airplanes over to the 3lst to enable the 


faniliarization flights. 

According to the Honolulu ADVERTISER, 
the Slst has gone under canvas at the 
new Hickam Field. With their new bar-~ 


nel are now housed in large tents with 
wooden sides and floors on an extension 
of the hangar line. Thirty of these 





The Squadron includes 30 officers and 
180 enlisted men, It was stationed at 
Hamilton Field, Calif., since December, 
1954, and prior to that time, going back 
to April, 1931, when it was reconstitut- 
ed on the active list, it was stationed 


| at March Field, Calif. 
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AUTOMATIC SIGNAL CONTROL FOR GROUND TRAINER 
By Sergeant C. W. Muller 
Instrument and Navigation Laboratory, Wright Field 


During the past two years two methods 
of automatic control of radio range sig- 
nals on the Link Trainer have been de- 
veloped at the Materiel Division with 
the purpese in mind of relieving the in- 
structor of the manual control for both 
volume and zone signal. Anyone who has 
observed an instructor during an orien- 
tatien problem will readily agree that 
he is continuously using both hands for 
variation of the volume and some signal 
controls, if he follows the path of the 
recorder closely, 

These controls, if actual flying con- 
ditions are to be simulated, must be 
changed gradually and continuously and, 
although the eM used in the problems 
are marked off in concentric circles te 
correspond with the volume control set- 
tings, it will be found that an instruc- 
tor does not give the same volume or 
same signal for one problem as for anc- 
ther with the recorder in the same posi- 
tion for both problems, Also, the fact 
that the procedure is routine may induce 
some errors into the problem due to care- 
lessness, 

Another source of error is brought 
about by a bystander questioning the in- 
structor about the problem while he is 
manipulating the signal controls. During 
this time it may happen that the signals 
are changing rapidly, depending upon the 
position of the recorder, and the in- 
structor has missed a definite change of 
signal or volume. Lost time cannot be 
made up by moving the controls rapidly 
to correspond to. the new position of the 
recorder, and the result usually is a 
bewildered student in the nooded trainer, 
and an unsolved orientation problem. 

Automatic control of the volume and 
zone signals would eliminate errors from 
these sources and allow the instructor 
more time in which to broadcast weather 
reports, take notes on the course flown 
by the student, and communicate with the 
Student. 

The two methods devised for achievin 
this automatic control are a mechanica 
method and a radio method. The mechan- 
ical method is simpler, but the radio 
method is regarded as more clearly ap- 
proaching the ideal solution of the 
problem. - 

The mechanical control consists of a 
garde arm supported from the end of the 

able and free to rotate over the record- 
er, with the cone of silence as tie cen- 
ter, A pin attached to the top of the 
recorder runs in this guide arm, and as 
the recorder moves along any path except 
One directly towards the cone of silence, 
this pin moves the guide arm to the left 
or right. At the center of the guide 
arm and above it are gear sectors cut 
out to correspond to the angle of the 


tzones for a given range. 


These sectors 

imesh, one at a time, with gears which 

lrotate twice the speed of the sectors. 

| These gears actuate another sector gear 

| through a crank arrangement, similar to 

|a connecting rod and crank throw on a 

| crankshaft, and rotate the signal poten- 

| tiometer to an "A", "On Course" or "N" 

| signal position, the Sogras and direc- 

| tion of rotation being dependent upon 

| the position of the recorder. The vol- 

"ume is controlled by a string attached 

'to the pin on the recorder, and running 
through the hollow guide arm center to 

| the volume control parler 

| ‘As the recorder nears the cone of — 

| sitence the volume increases. This in- 

|crease is due to the movement of the 

| volume control arm as 

| the string winds itself around the vol- 

;}ume control pulley. At the cone of 

| silence the recorder wheel opens a con- 

‘tact under the table which cuts off the 

‘filament supply to the range signal 
‘tubes, and after gee through the 

|cone of silence the circuit is closed. 

|A chenge of gears and gear sectors is 
‘all that is necessary to adapt this con- 
| trol to any type of range simulated in 

| the problem, 

, The automatic miniature radio ra 
| method consists of a low power modu 
| transmitter which can be tuned to the 
i;exact frequency of the range to be simu- 
| lated, This transmitter is modulated at 
'the correct audio frequency, and a key- 
ling device for the signals is included. 
‘Transmission lines from the keying de- 

vice feed an antenna array under the 
trainer table. 

This array at present consists of four 
;antennas, 12 inches long and 90 degrees 
‘apart, with the inner ends $-inch apart. 
Diametrically opposed antennas are fed 
with the same zone signal and there is a 
definite cone of silence at the center 
of the array, The antennas are bent 
down at the outer ends to give the cor- 
roct build-up in volume as the recorder 
approaches tne station. 

A small shielded pick-up wire on the 
recorcer which is connected with the 
input of a standard E-4AF radio compass 
is installed in the Link Trainer, e 
student operates the radio controls as 
(he would in an airplane and receives 
| the correct zone signal determined by 
the position of the pick-up antenna on 
the recorder. In order to make full use 
of the compass installations, a modified 
recorder is being built with a small 
compass loop and vertical antenna direct 
ly over the recorder wheel. 

These automatic controls open the door 
to many interesting problems which may 
be solved in a ground trainer, A com- 
[plete cross-country table is being fab- 
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ricated with several miniature radio 
ranges laid out on it, each range trans- | 
mitting on some fixed frequency between 
200 and 400 kilocycles. A method has 
been devised whereby the instructor can 
either cut off the range and broadcast 
the weather on the same frequency or 
broadcast the reather over the range 
signal. 

nother problem which has received at- 
tention is the automatic control of the 
instrument landing signals for ground 
instruction in the Air Corps method of 
instrument landing. At present the set- 
up for signal control consists of two 
low-power modulated transmitters, one on 
201 ke. and the other on 219 ke., feed- 
ing small loop antennas under the table. 
These fixed antennas are spaced the cor- 
rect distance from the landing field. 
Before this method can become standard- 
ized, additional experimental work is 
required on the type of antennas to be 
used under the table to give the most 
sensitive direction indication, When 
this method has been developed to tue 
stage where it is practical and reliabdle, 
the solution of an instrument landing 
problem will rest solely with the stu- 
dent, the instructor acting only as an 
observer, 

For instrument landing problems the 
modified recorder will be used, ‘Syn- 
chronous motors with lower reduction 
gearing have been ordered for the re- 
corder in order to make the instrument 
landing pattern larger and increase the 
distance between the two antennas. These 
new motors should place the inner and 
outer station antennas about eight inch- 
€s apart, 

Ali of these improvements, when stand- 
ardized and placed in ground trainers, 
should lead to increased usefulness of 
trainers, a greater sease of responsibil- 
ity on the part of the student regarding 
the solution of his particular problen, 
radio operating practice for him, and de- 
creased dependence upon the instructor 
for correct signals. It is hoped that 
when experimental work has been complet- 
ed, fuli use will be made of these radio 
methods of signal control in future 
ground trainers. 

---000--- 
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BOMBARDMENT TRAINING AT KELL‘ FIEL 


The Bombardment Section of the Advanc- 
ed Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas,has 
been reconstituted, beginning with the 

resent class which began training on 
arch lst. Major John V. Hart, Air Corps, 
was detailed Chief of the Bombardment 


Section, and he is assisted by lst Lieuts.School Squadron, 


Delmar T, Spivey, Roger J. Browne and Roy 
D, Butler, who are at present conducting 
a class of ten students, all Flying 
Cadets. 

---000--- 


F aaa Instructor, Pursu 


‘Flying Scho 


‘Chie 


\lieved as Flying Instructor 
‘Section, and detailed as Ch 
‘Pursuit Section. 


|lieved from assignment to the 
‘Base Squadron and assigned as Flying 


lieved as Flying 


Reserve, was relieved from assi 
iand duty as Flying Instructor, 


CHANGES IN PERSONNEL AT KELLY FIELD 


When flying started at the Advanced 
» Kelly Field, Texas, on 
March lst, for Class 38-B, the following 
shifts in cfficer personnel were accom- 


‘plished: 


Major John V, Hart was relieved as 

of the Pursuit Section and detail- 

ed as Chicf of the Bombardment Section. 
Captain Burton M, Hovey, Jr., was re- 
Pursuit 

ef of the 


First Lieut. Edgar R. Todd was reliev- 


ed as Flying Instructor, Observation 


Section, and assigned to the 64th School 


Squadron to assume the duties of Squad- 
‘ron Engineering end Operations Officer. 


First Lieut, Delmar T, gy i was re- 
2th Air 
Instructor of the Bomrardment Section, 

First Lieut. Roger J. Browne ras re- 
nstructor, Pursuit 
Section, and assigned as Flying Instruc- 
tor, Bombardment Section, 

First Lieut. William G. Bowyer was re- 
lieved from assignment to the 64th 
‘School Szuadron and assigned to Head- 
‘quarters, Kelly Field. 

First Lieut. John H, Bundy was reliev- 
‘ed from assignment to Headquarters, Kelly 
Field, and from attachment to the De- 
tachment of the 7th Signal Service Com- 
‘any, and assigned to Headquarters of 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School and 
i\d@etailed as Flying Instructor, Pursuit 
‘Section, 

First Lieut. Roy D. Butler was reliev- 
ed as Flying Instructor, Pursuit Section, 
and detailed as Flying Instructor, Bom- 
‘rarement Section. 
| First Lieut. Charles F,. Densford was 
‘relieved from assignment to Headquarters 
jand Headquarters Squadron and assigned 
ito Headquarters of the Air Corps Advanc- 
led Flying School and detailed as Flying 
lInstructor, Observation Section. 

First Lieut. Daniel §. Campbell was 
relieved from assignment to the 6lst 
‘School Squadron, assigned to Headquar- 
‘ters, Advanced Flying School, and detail- 
‘ed as Flying Instructor, Pursuit Section. 
' First Lieut. Charles A. Clark, Jr., 
was relieved from assignment to the 62d 
‘School Squadron and assigned to Head- 
iquarters and Headquarters Squadron, 

First Lieut. David 1. Crickette was 
relieved es Flying Instructor, Pursuit 
‘Section, and reassigned as Flying In- 
‘structor, Attack Section. 

, First Lieut. Robin B,- Epler wes re- 
‘lieved from assignment to the 63rd 
assigned to Headquar- 
ters, Advanced Flying School, and de- 
‘tailed as Flying Instructcr, Observation 


'Section, 


First Lieut. Chester L. Sluder, 4 
n 
bserva- 
ition Section, and reassigned to duty as 
t Section, 
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SAN ANTONIO AIR DEPOT A BWSY PLACE | 20TH PURSUIT GROUP IN DEMONSTRATION 


- a | # 

The Depot Supply Department of the San As their part in the tactical demon- 
Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, stration held at Barksdale Field, “gt 
which is at all times ousy ia its func- /in yournary for the students of the Air 
tions of sw plying statianus in this Con- ‘Corps Tactical School, of Maxwell Field, 
trol Area, but which 4s usually too mo- j|La., the cOth Pursuit Group furnished 
dest to talk about itself, according to (nine P-26A airplanes for a mass gunnery 
the News Letter Correspondent, set a new ;demonstration, This tactical maneuver 
high in the amount of freight which it ‘has been one of the important parts of 
handled during the month of January,1938. ;the training during the past qeer. Nor- 
Freight moved by air through this depart-jmally, taree flights of six p anes each, 


ment totalled 152,167 pounds, this in- (three 2-ship elements comprising a 

cluding 69,221 pounds af incoming freight flight) fire on a flight of silhouette 

~~" e * Se os ‘targets representing a flight of Bombard- 
All Arkansas National Guard Air Corps ‘ment airplanes. ; 

supplies have been transferred from tne | In the diving attack, the flights are 

Fairfield Air Depot to the San Antonio 'echeloned down and well up under the 

Air Depot; also the branch sf the Air i'flight ahead so that ejected cartridges 

Corps Technical School at Denver, Colo., jiwill not strike planes in the rear o 

is now being supplied by this Depot. ithe formation, Within the element the 


& loading dock is being constructed at jwingman does not aim but guides on the 
the Operations hangar for tae purpose of ‘element leader,depending on him for ef- 
expediting freight. ge freight can fectiveness of firé. 
be transferred without having to go to ; Due to the fact that boresighting 
the wage’ Supply Department proper. | \plays such an important part in the fir- 
Loads for transport scheduled for arriv- ing of the guns mounted un a P-26A air- 
al over the wee'c-end or holidays will be ‘plane and the range at which fire is de- 
held in this "freight depot" and loading |livered is so great, phenomenal results 
and Lemna gm Pars be accomplished with @ ‘have not as yet been accomplished, "We 

° 


minimum of ort and personnel and with-'hope," says the News Letter Correspon- 
out delay of trip. dent, "the new airplanes with guns 
-=--000-~-= mounted close to the sights will give 
much better results." 


BOARD OF OFFICERS VISITS COLLEGES 


Lieut. Colonel Coleridge L. Beaven, 
Medical Corps; Major Isaiah Davies and 


Ist Lieut. Robert F. Fulton, Air Corps, (Things one should know about automobile 


-~--000-~- 
| 














were designated as a toard of officers i : > of ter- 
to visit colleges in the States of fume, lent te onvics tae: =< 
Ach SOnRe ee Res, Sees Tenens | Seed 

nome. sas, Missour owa, N6- (1, Automobile I ivi 
braska, North anc South Dakota, and | "ake oA + aac ee eee 


Minnesota, for the ose of accepting | ' , 
qualified candidates for flying training | Jt does not cover criminal action, 
at the Army Sir Corps Training Center at |2. The Department of Justice will defend 
Randolph Field, near San Antonio, Texas. | service personnel involved in an 
These officers, Amaventne in two BT-9 | automobile accident, if at the time 
2 





airplanes, left Randolph 1d on Febru- of the accident travel was being 
ary 14th, and were scheduled to travel | performed uncer competent War De- 
through the above-named States for about | partment Orders. They demand, how- 
two montas, visiting the following-named | ever, that they have exclusive de- 
educational institutions: feuse of the case. 

Rice, Houston; Baylor, Waco, and §.M.U.,3. Service persoanel involved in acci- 
Dallas, in Texas. ; dents while traveling under compe- 

Oklahoma University, Norman, Okla. tent Yar Department orders have the 

Arizona University, Tucson, Arizona. | rivilege of requesting trial by 

New Mexico University Albuquerque, N.M.,| ederal Courts. 

Denver Universit , Colorado School of —=——_ Sa 





Mines, and University of Colorado, all 


at Denver, Colo. TxCHNICAL SERGEANT ELIGIBLE LIST 
Kansas A. & M, College, Manhattan, Kens 
University of Missouri, Columbia, and In the issue of the News Letter of 
Washington University, St. Louis, in March 1, 1938, listing on pages 12 and 
Missouri, 13 Steff Sergeants of the Air Corps eli- 


University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa. gible for promotion to Technical Ser- 

University of Minnesota, St, Paul,Minn.| geant, only the first 250 names on that 

North Dakota Agricultural College, list_were published. For the information 
Fergo, N.D. of all concerned, the total number of 

University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Neb. (| Staff Sergeants on the eligible list is 

Yniversity of Arkaneas, Fayetteville, | 840. 

kansae, is 
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STUDY OF MARCH FIELD SITE 20 YEARS AGO 
Ry the News Letter Correspondent 


Two decades ago investigations leading | 
to the establishment of a primary avia- 
tion training base at what is now known 
as March Field were closed in Riverside 
by a {tye government commission head- | 
ed by Major B.F. Castle, Signal Cords. 

Just prior to the establishment of 
March Field as a training base, state- 
ments to various southern California 
papers that "North Island will remain 
the only permanent Army Air Base on the 
Pacific Coast" were declared to be false, 
and reasons were cited to show way the 
March Field site would be an advantage- 
ous location, 

On January 16, 1918, the Riverside, 
Calif. PRESS stated: "A splendid level 
tract of 460 acres, including a well 
which yields 30 inches of domestic water, 
has been offered to the government by 
the Riverside Chamber of Commerce through 
the Los Angeles chamber, with a guarantee 
of three years rent free and an option 
to purchase at not more than $100 per 
acre. The pooper is principally owned | 
by the Hendricks estate. 

"Not only are rainfall, aerial and gen- 
eral climatic conditions ideal in this 
location for such training school as con- 
templated, but the tract is surrounded 
by thousands of acres with scarcely a 
tree, mound or wire to interfere with 
safe landing in case the aviators are 
forced to come down at any other spot 
than the field itself." 

An investigation report reads in part: 
"This Alessandro site is superior to any 
other (officials had been considering 


the selection of a site near Taft, Cali- | _ cre 
'14th Air Base Squadron. 


fornia) because 30 per cent more flying 
could be done there than in any other 
section of the country. Wind velocity, 
with an average that varies only between 
20 and 25 miles per hour, is regardec as 
ideal for student aviation purposes, and 
the almost complete absence of fog and a 
minimum of rainfall adds greatly to its 
desirability." 

It is interesting to note the result 
of the far-sightedness of those investi- 
gations which took place 20 years ago 
and led to March Field's eventual and 
present modern status, For instance,had 
@ less practical site been chosen, it 
would be of little import today either 
as a training center or an air base. The 
ease with which the landing mat may be | 
extended, and the hard unylelding qualit 
of the earth permits access to March 
Field for airplanes of any size or 


weight. Its close proximity io Los 
Angeles, gee 0 baie area, and the 
country's airplane manufacturing center, | 


oe it strategic value in time of war. 
t can readily be enlarged enough to 


handle two or more war-strength Groups. | 


' Correspondent, 
‘boast of such an addition to its. al- 


: the 


| this is the only car of this t; 


|a total of 2 g ane 
| without accident to aircraft or injury 
| to personnel, 


AIR CORPS STATION HAS RADIO SCOUT CAR 


"Not to be outdone by municipal and 
State police forces with their radio 
scout cars," says the Barksdale Field 

'Barksdale Field can now 


ready super efficient security guard. 
"This scout car, with a radio receiver 
tuned in on WYL, the Airdrome Control 
Station, cruises over the post from 
Garkness until daylight and, should it 
be desired at any particular place, a 
call to the Airdrome Control Station 
will bring it there 'Johnnie on the 
pot.' ‘here is also a radio receiver 
installed at the guard house to receive 
all messages broadcast to the scout car 
and, snould the occasion demand, addi- 
tional guards could be dispatched from 
guard house without de ay. 
"To the best of the writer's knowledge 
e in 
use at an Air Corps station, However, 
to avoid any controversy, the writer ad- 
mits that his knowledge of such things 
is very limited." 
---000--- 


VISITING AIRCRAFT CREW AT BOLLING FIELD 


During the calendar year 1937, the 
Visiting Ship Hangar Crew at Bolling 
Field, D.cC., estadlished what they con- 
sider should be a record for the hand- 
ling of visiting aircraft. 

The crew is under the leadership of 


2nd Lieut. Harvey W. Regan, Air Reserve, 


and Technical Sergvant Robert B. Norris, 


, and consists of four noncommissioned of- 
ficers and eleven privates assigned to 


the crew from the Base Headquarters and 
During the poet year tney have handled 
,985 transient airplanes, 


The crew has handled prac- 
tically every type of airplane operated 
by the Air Corps and piloted by most of 
the highest ranking Air Corps officers 
with passengers such as Government offi- 


'Cials, Members of Congress and ranking 


officers of other branches, 
On numerous occasions individuals have 


| voiced their appreciation of the effici- 


ency of the visiting Hanger Crew and, 


pays the News Letter Correspondent, 
: "tne record of 1937 we believe estab- 
‘lishes a record for the handling of in- 


dividual transient airplanes." 


---000-~~- 


Lieut. Colonel Oliver P. 4 pee | of 


| Wright Field, Ohio; Lieut. Colone 
' Edmund W, Hill, Hors. 6th Corps Area, 


Chicago, I1l1,., and Major John HE, Upston, 


| Langley Field, are under orders to re- 


port for duty as students at the Army 
War College next September to pursue the 
1938-1939 course. 
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GENERAL BRANT DEPARTS FOR NEW POST 


Rantoul, I1]1., woere he will assume 


| ACTIVITIES OF THE 18TH PURSUIT GROUP 
Prior to deperting for Chamute Field, | 


By the News Letter Correspondent 


Obtaining a head start on the annual 


charge of the Air Corps Techaical School,' Hawaiian Department Maneuvers, the 18th 


Brigadier General Gerald C. Brant, Com- 
manding Officer of the Second Wing, GHQ 
Air Force, was bidden farewell by the 
commissioned and enlisted personnel at 
penn Field, Va., on the morning of 
March lst, 

In leaving, General Brant expressed | 
his pleasure at having been assigned to | 
this post for the paet twelve months and | 
stated that he was sorry to leave, 

General Brant came to Langley Field in | 
March, 1937, succeeding Brigadier General 
Henry C, Pratt, who was transferred to 
Maxwell Field, Ala, | 

Succeeding General Brant will be | 
Colonel Arnold Norman a. Air | 
Corps, who was nominated the President) 
for the rank of Brigadier General. 
Colonel Krogstad is expected to arrive 
at Langley Field in the near future from | 
Kelly Field, Texas, where he has been on ; 
duty as Commandant of the Advanced Fly- | 
ing School, : 

-~-000--- 
i 


SOLDIER'S MEDAL PRESENTED LIFUT, BULGER | 


At a colorful and impressive ceremony 
held on February 26th at Langley Field, 
Va., lst Lieut. Joseph A. Bulger, Air 
Corps, of the Headquarters and Headquar- 
ters Squadron, 8th suit Group, was 

resented the Soldier's Medal and cita- 
ion, for distinguished valor in rescu- | 
ing a little girl from drowning in the | 
waters of Chesapeake Bay last May. Iieut.| 
er was a guest aboard a cabin cruiser 
from which the child was thrown cverboard 
when & ee became unlatched in 
rough water. lly clothed, he yee, be 
into the waves and kept the child afloat 
until they could be rescued. 

In presenting the medal, Major General 
Frank M, Andrews, Commanding General of 
the GHQ Air Force, stated: 

"Lieut. Bulger, it is my gaa e and 
Pleasure, as commender of the GuQ Air 
Force, to present you this Soldier's 
Medal, May I congratulate you and ex- 
Ruete to you the gratification of the 

HQ Air Force for the e le of courage 
and heroism you have afforded us. 

"The history and traditions of mili- 
tary organizations are created and con- 
tinued only through the accomplishments | 
of its members, ndividual acts of | 
Courage, guch as displayed by you in 
risking your life to save that of ano- 
ther, serve to build up that history and 
tradition. 

"The GHQ Air Force is indebted to you 
for your contribution to its tradition 
for courage.and loyalty to high ideal." 








Barton K, 
1h 


'Fursuit Group, Wheeler Field, T.H.,_ 
| spent the week-end cf January 14th in 
| the field at Haleiwa, 
idrome on Friday morning, the Grou 


learing the air- 
jour- 
neyed to the camp site, where tents were 


| pitched and preparations were made for a 


quiet week-end on the beach, 

A field problem was completed during 
the afternoon, and an inspection was 
held by the Group Commander on Saturday 
morning. All Squadrons were back at 
Wheeler Field before noon on Saturday, 
none the worse for their night in the 
guave bushes. 

Considering be the Group flies five 
days and three nights a week duri 
twelve months of the vear, one accident 
for the current flying month can be re- 
garded as an insignificant blot against 
an Otherwise perfect record, The acci- 
dent referred to occurred on February 
7th, when two P-l2k's, piloted by 
Lieuts. Frutchey and Rindom came to 
blows in mid-air, 4,000 feet above Fort 
Shafter. Lieut. Rindom elected to dis- 
regerd the slight damage to his ship, 
and flew it safely to Wheeler Field, 
where he made a spectacular landing. 
Lieut. Frutchey, aowever, was forced 
over the side when he saw bits of his 
upper wing disappearing in the slip- 
stream, With the exception of a few 
minor scratches, received when he land- 
ed in a tree, tieut. Frutchey wes unhurt. 


Another probable accident of indeter- 
minable extent was averted by the cool 
headedness of Staff Sergeant McCauley. 
"Mac" was flying the newly acquired 5-43 
Amphibian, carrying twelve passengers, 
when one wheel of the retractable land- 
ing gear stuck in the "down" position 
and refused to be budged. Although the 
other wheel could be lowered, sufficient 
pressure to uphold the impact on landing 
could not be applied. After circling 
the field several times, and disregard- 
ing the radio advice to abandon the ship, 
Sergeant a forced the obstinate 
lancing gear up by pouring a tank of 
Grinking water into the olio. With the 
= bb water landing was made at 

earl bor with no damage to the ship. 

Fifty students, comprising an equal 
number of officers and noncommissicned 
officers of the prow were recently 
graduated from the Chemical Warfare 
School, This type of education, insti- 
tuted in the Group last year, is under 
the supervision of the Department Chemi- 
cal Warfare Officer and is considered an 
indispensable phase of military training. 
Diplomas were presented to the graduates 
by the Wing Commander, Brigadier General 


ount. 
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PRIMARY FLYING CLASS REACHES RECORD PROPORTIONS , 


Since the previous issue of the News Letter, 
listing students entering the March, 1938,elass 
at the Primary Flying School, Randolph Field, 
Texas, 77 additional candidates have been 
selected for Flying Cadet enpointment, while 
nine of those previously selected declined ap- 
pointment, so that as far as it is possible to 
determine at this writing, the new class now 
consists of the record number of 321 students, 
numerically the largest class cf studerts ever 
to begin training in the history of the Air 
Corps Training Center. 

The nine candidates, who for varicus reasons 
declined appointment, are: 


Gelasso, Lovis Francis East Boston, Mass. | 
George, Villiam C., Jr. Jamaica Plain, Mass. 
Cassell, Raymond VW. Baxter Springs, Kans. 
Mallinson, Hirem R. New York, N.Y. 
Grambo, Frederick C. Cleveland Heights, Ohio 
Easley, Samel James Fort Worth, Texas 
Flowers, Noel Q. Silverdale, Wash. 
Guyton, John A. Newell, W.Va. 
McQuaid, Lynn, Jr. Salem, W.Va. 


The 77 additional candidates selected since 
the last list was published in the News Letter 
are enumerated below, as follows: 


Navickas, Alphonsus F. Worcester, Mass. 
Romberg, Edgar Allen Lincoln, Neb. 
| Piper, Thomas Joseph Omaha, Neb. 
Campbell, Jack McNiel Albuquerque, N.M. 
|, Rirchard, Glen R. Bay City, Mich. 
_ Clancy, Lawrence, 3d Oswego, N.Y. 
Wassell, Harry B. Rye, N.Y. 
Pitts, Arthur Willis Akron, Ohio 
' Harshberger, William Lee Cincinnati, Ohio 
Tucker, Theodore W. Columbus, Ohio 
| Bane, Donald R. Norman, Okla. 
Kelly, Samuel &. Norman, Okla. 
Storm, Leonard B. Norman, Okla. 
| Von Tungeln, Herbert A. Norman, Ckla. 
Brewer, Paul M., Jr. Oklahema City, Okla. 
Coats, Thomas PF. Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Summers, Thomas B. Weatherford, Okla. 
| Oeltmann, John Theodore Charleroi, Pa. 
| Hill, Francis Joseph, 3d Philadelphia, Pa. 
Fendrich, Charles Nelson Steelton, Pa. 
Camp, Marshall Pyron Arlington, Texas 
LeBerde, Arthur Joseph El Faso, Texas 
' Sheehan, James E. Friona, Texas 
Duke, Frank Robert Livingston, Texas 
| Glober, George Edward San Angelo, Texas 
i King, Preston San Marcos,Texas 
| Titus, Calvin P., Jr. Sen Antonio, Texas 
Berger, Martin Burlington, Vt. 
Garrett, Skidmere N. Richmond, Va. 
| Mathewson, Philip L. Richmond, Va. 
Geler, Frederick Gerard Seattle, Wash. 
Watson, Earry John Wellsbure, ™. Va. 
Nerrill, Zemneth E. Eau Claire, Wis. 
Wrigglesworth, Willian J. Fau Claire, Wis. 
‘ Buseh, Chester C. Kenosha, Wis. 


' metrepolis has established a new record and one 


| Champaign, I1l., with 3 each. 


| 
' 
| 
| 





There are mre native Texans in the new class 
than ever before represented that or any other 
State in any one of the previous entering 
classes in the history of the Air Corps Train- 
ing Center. The Lone Star State has a delega-~ 
tion of 44 students. Illinois is the rumner- 
up with 36 students, followed by West Virginia 
with 21; California, 19; Ohio, 18; Oklahom, 
15; New York, 14; Massachusetts, 12, and 
Michigan, 11. All other States have represen- 
tations of less than ten. 

Chicago is far in the lead in the matter of 
cities represented in the March class. With a 
delegation ef 22 students, the mid-western 


which will probably not be equalled for years 
to come. Washington, the capital of the nation, 
is next in line with 12 students, followed by 
Cleveland, Ohio; Austin and Sen Antonio, Texas; 
Columbus, Chio, and Atlanta, Ga., with 5 each; 
Lubbock, Texas; Seattle, Wash.; San Francisco, 
Calif., and Norman, Ckla., with 4 each; and 
Nallas, Texas; Tucson, Arizona; Little Rock, 
Ark. ; Lexington, Ky.; Oklahoma City, Okla., and 





---000--- 
The unique cover for this issue is the joint 


| effort of Pvt. lst Cl. John L. Horn, 97th Obs. 


Squadron, Mitchel Field, N.Y., and Mr. Frank 


, Dunnington, of the Information Division, OCAC. 


| 
| 
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Hardin, Donald William Chatchee, Ale. 
Pond, James Woodrow Fayetteville, Ark. 
Carpenter, Harry Jack Berkeley, Celif. 
Lanford, William A. Fresno. Calif. 
Aylworth, Lowell P. San Francisco, Calif. 
Medley, Russell C. Visalia, Calif. 
Driver, Malcolm McKay Washington, D.C. 
Holt, Farry Joseph Washington, D.C. 
McLain, John Edward Washington, D.C. 
Paletz, S. Arthur Washington, D.C. | 
Pallister, Francis James Washington, D.C. 
Walther, John Henry Weshington, D.C. | 
Brown, Edward Dean Atlanta, Ga. | 
Turner, Sullins Preston Atlanta, Ga. 
Carmack, John Edgar ; Decatur, Ga. 
Rose, Charles y: Galesburg, Il. 
Deehaene, Andre Jacques Champaign, Ill. 
Petry, Robert G. Chempaign, Ill. 
LaChapelle, Lawrence V. Chicago, Ill. 
McIlvoy, Jack Claud Chicago, Ill. 
Merritt, Frederick Ross Chicago, Ill. 
Moore, Paul L.G. Chicago, Ill. 
Pierce, Galen Potter Chicago, Ill. 
Retzleff, Albert fF. Chicago, Ill. 
Schwind, Burton Eugene Chicago, Ill. 
Setchell, James Frederick Chicago, Ill. 
Shelton, Glen E. Chicago, Ill. 
Waller, William, III Chicago, Ill. 
Jack, Norbert J. Harvey, Ill. 
Smith,’ Donald Herrick Chicago, Ill. 
Bleightol, Willis Eugene Webster City, Iowe 
Coyle, Lawrence Coffeyville, Kans. | 
Mayden, James D. Junction City, Kans. | 
Hooks, Ferrell Douglas Bowling Green, Ky. 
Howard, James Alva Bowling Green, Ky. 
Fields, James Robert Lexinston, Ky. 
Pritchard, Robert Lee Lexincton, Ky. 
Thompson, Edgar LeRoy Lexinzton, Ky. | 
Collins, Smith ¥. Bradford, Mass. | 
Sutliffe, Thomas Henry Fort Devens, Mass. | 
Erickson, John Hawley Gloucester, Mass. 
McNerney, Francis J. Westfield, Mess. 
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| Private Horn is responsible for the centerpiece, 
| which must have been a rather difficult and te- 


dious task, requiring patience, care and consid- 
erable skill on the typewriter. Mr. Dunnington, 


who designed many News Letter covers in the past, 
1s responsible for the attractive lettering and 


ornamental work. Gracias to both. 
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GROUND PLANNING Is VITAL IN AIR FORCE OPERATIONS 
- A plane in the air is worth ten on the ground - 


Armies used to move on their stomachs. 
They still move on their stomachs ~ when 
they are not moving on their typewriters. 
The typewriter has become a new military 
SPEDO Ls which is another way of saying 
that a vast amount of minute planning, 
in advance, has become more vital in 
modern military Operations than ever be- 
fore. This is particularly true of fly- 
ing operations, During the period March 
12 to 30th, the 2nd Wing, a unit of the 
GHQ Air Force, will concentrate in the 
central Florida area in annual Field Ex- 
ercises, But everyone of the 1100 offi- 
cers and-men, and the 125 combat planes 
and transports about to engage in those 
maneuvers would do better to remain at 
their home station, except for one thing- 
a plan; an elaborate plan that covers 
everything from the 'spotting' at dis- 





persed airdromes of 253,000 gallons of 
&étian gasoline to the supplying of 
edding straw. One is as important as 
the other, An airplane won't fly with- 
out gas, And a soidier won't work long - 
or efficiently - without sleep. 

From the Army viewpoint, the flyi 
operasions of military aircraft in the 
field require planning of unprecedented 
extent. An air force does not pick up 
its beds and walk, The air force is 

dicapped if its bed hasn't been made 
for it ~ in advance. All of thie is 
something new - something which does not 
haturally come to mind. One thinks of 
the airplane as swift and mobile - con- 
temptuous of mountains, deserts, dis- 
tance and time. It is, But only after 
multitudinous preparations have preceded 
its take-off and await its arrival at 
the end of the flight. 

The forthcoming exercises in the cen- 
tral Florida area would culminate in the 
wildest cenfusion if the Air Base Quar- 
termaster, back at Langley Field, Va., 
did not arrange for the trucks, bridge 
tolls, and ferry tickets to move the non- 

ing personnel and those who cannot be 
transported by air into the training 
erea, if such items as ice, water, elec- 
tric lighting, lumber for construction, 
and laundry were not attended to. His 
lans for ground facilities must be 
aultless. 

The same confusion would result if the 
Ordnance Officor failed to supply the 
thousands of bombs and the ammunition 
fer the flying missions, and if these 
munitions were not dispatched to the 
right airdromes at the right times b 
the Quartermaster; if the Signal Officer 
tailed to conduct a survey to insure 
that each airdrome was eerizeet with ol- 
ectric power of the right frequency, 
voltege, and er or the proper 
setting up of commnication facilities; 
and if, in the absence of any of these, 


EE 
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he failed to install the necessary items 
and have them operating before the first 
airplane landed; if the Supply Officer 
did not coordinate the above agencies so 
that the  pesnaeese Officer and the Per- 
sonnel Officer could rely on gasoline 
and food and shelter awaiting the hund-. 
vads of men and the many aircraft at the 
various points along their itinerary and 
at their dsstinations - all in accord- 
ance with the prepared schedule for air- 
plane movements and missions; if the Air 
Force Meteorologist failed to designate 
the facilities, required for the accurate 
weather forecasting at the various air- 
dromes, without which flying operations 
would be seriously curtailed or extreme- 
ly hazardous; if the Air Force Surgeon 


i failed to visualize the entire exercise 


from the viewpoint of health, sanitary 
conditions at all centers of activity, 
he care of the sick and injured, and 
the provisions of crash ambulances and 
first aid stations to cover emergencies. 
Yes, the confusion would be hopeless 
unless the staff officers charged with 
threshing out the component parts of the 
Air Exercise plan pooled their brains 
in the closest kind of mental teamwork. 
And this igs exactly what they do. They 
have to — for two reasons: first, speed 
is vital in air pene. and, after all, 
the present exercises give only a mild 
test of the planning that will be requir- 
ed for air defense under threat of war. 
The oF eee | of a 250-mile-an-nour 
Bomber is useless if the eee plans 
for its operation have not been perfect- 


ed before it takes off. 


Second, as appears from all of the 
foregoing, effective air planning is at 
once a huge task and a tiny task; h 
because of the helplessness of the air 
arm without auxiliaries; tiny because 
the minutest details mst be anticipated. 

It is the old brel of the horseshoe 
nail losing the battle - only magnified 
by the chem Paha 4 of this newest of mili- 
tary weapons. ose connected in any 
way with the operations of military air- 
craft have only one course to follow. 

They must be right. 

It will be readily seen that, in order 
efficiently to carry out all of the 
above, training in Staff work must be 
thorough and contimaous. This traini 
is, therefore, one sf the objectives o 
the present exercise. 
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_Captein Oscar L. Beal and 1st Lieut. John E. 
Davies, Air Corps, have been relieved from their 
present assignment and duty at Langley Field, 
Va., and assigned to duty at Chamute Field, 
Rantoul, Il. 











ACTIVITIES AT THE PRIMARY FLYING SCHOOL 
By the Randolph Field Correspondent 


On Saturday evening, ebeaney 19th, the 
upper class of Flying Cedets obs 
wars the close of their cadet days at 
Randolph Field, The graduate Flying 
Cadets tendered a dance in honor of the 
recognition of the Class of 38-C, which 
became the new upper class. 

For those who graduated 
their Graduation Dance, tt also marked 
the end of "Dodo" s for the new upper 
class. Some 200 Flying Cadets mingled 
for the first time in the relaxing spirit 
of "make merry," the theme of the dance. 
The dance was held in the Cadet Mess, 
which was beautifully decorated for the 
Occasion, With the background of "soft 
lights and sweet music," the dance was 
@n Overwhelming success. 
nished by a popular local orchestra. 

Among those present were Lieut. Col. 
and Mrs. John 8, Brooks, Lieut. Colonel 
and Mrs. Albert M. Guidera, Captain and 
Mrs. Kenneth P, McNaughton and Lieut. 
and Mrs, Randolph L, Wood. 


Recoznition Parade 
The class of cise Was iormally recog- 


nized as upper classmen, following a pa- 
rade and presentation of commissions and 
warrants by Lieut. Colonel John E.Brooks, 
Commandant of the Air Corps Primary Fly- 
ane School, on we dency. & february 19th. 
This occasion markea the end of primary 
and basic training for the graduati 
class, and promised fulfillment of visi- 
ons of Kelly Field and "Wings." For the 
new Class it meant recognition, + sig- 
nified, officially, thet se , as fledg- 
elings, had passed successfu ly the ri- 
sorous grind of study and flyi train- 
Ing of the primary stage, as well as of 
four months of harassing, restriction 
and denial, The uncertainty of primary 
stage became a memory of the past. Basic 
Stage beckoned to them, and dreams of 
Kelly Field and eventual "Wings" became 
more tangible. 

Of the 175 Flying Cadets who started 
the class in October, 1937, 101 remained 
to advance to the Basic Stage to become 


the event was 


the new upper class and to assume the re-: land. 


sponsibilities and duties of the Flying 
Cadet School Detachment. 
The New Class - The Class of 39-A 

The largest class of Flying Cadets in 
the history of the Air = Primary Fly- 
ine School commenced training on March 
lst. There are 296 Flying cadets enroll- 
ed to date, with more expected. Almost 
every State in the Union is represented 
by one or more Flying Cadets, All of 
these Cadets have passed the rigid phys- 
ical and mental examinations required of 
those desirous of entering tle Primary 
ne Sciiool, These Cadets will under- 
€0 still another physical examination at 
the Randolph Field Hospital, 

For the next two weeks, the new Flying 
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| and general demeanor will 


Cacets will be put through the customary 
intensive Infantry drill by the upper 
class of Flying Cadets, the Class of 
38-C, supervised by tactical vfficers. 
The rudiments of military drill will be 
covered during the first week. Platoon 
and company drill will be undertaken in 
the second week, The newcomers will at 
the same time be initiated to the cus- 
toms of the Flying Cadets and to the 
service as a whole. The requirements of 
the upper class as to training, bearing 
at the end of 
the two-week training period, be of such 
Calibre that the discipline of the new 


| Cadets will receive the approbation of 


| the severest critics. 
Music was fur- | 


On March 14th, the new class will be 
march to the flying line, There they 
will meet their instructors and will 
view that part of the field whore their 
most important work will take place. At 
the same time their classes in ground 
school will begin - classes in aerody- 
namics, theory of engines, mathematics, 
and radio, From this time on, their 
weekly schedule will comprise pong 
ground school, a weekly parade and in- 
spection on Saturday, and calisthenics 


‘and athletics, 


To every new Flying Cadet at Randolph 
Field, arrival at the field marked the 
realization of many years of hopeful de- 


‘sires of becoming military pilots and 
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officers, Their efforts to attain their 
goal will be intense, thorough, and sin- 
cere, The history of past classes has 
proven that a certain percentage will 
not finish the course of training at the 
Primary and Advanced Flying Schools. 
These men will, however, carry away with 
them memories of associations with one 
of the finest group of young men in the 
country. 


Foreign Visitors 
On February 36th, Randolph Field was 


visited i Major Roland de Utassy, Hun- 

itary Attache. Major Utassy 
arrived in the United States from Eng- 
His visit was one of a number 
scheduled by him on a tour of the Army's 
activities in the east and south. 

Lieut. General Friedrich von 
Boetticher, Military and Air Attache to 
the German Embassy, visited Randolph 
Field on March 5th. He is visiting 
several other Army posts throughout the 
souta while on a motor tour to Mexico 
City. 
awww) O.aoc 


Colonel Roy C. Kirtland, Air Corps, Inspector 
General's Department, arrived at Kelly Field, 
Texas, February 25th, to conduct his annual in~ 
spection of the Air Corps Advanced Flying 
From March lst to 3rd, he inspected 
the San Antonio Air Depot, Duncan Field, Texas. 
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